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USING AN OPTICAL BARCODE READER WITH MET/TRACK

Application Information

Routine data entry and updates can be made faster and more accurately using a bar-code reader. Bar-code readers are available from various manufactures in the form of “Wedge” readers. The Wedge reader is installed between the computer and its keyboard as shown below:

[image: image2.png]



12345

Any inputs from the bar-code reader are accepted by the software as though they come from the keyboard, thus, if the “Asset” prompt window is open, scanning the bar-code on the asset will fill in the prompt line and call the records for the asset (If it exists in the data base).  

This technique can be used to create new assets in the data base or enter other information on the asset by wanding bar-codes containing this information. 

Bar-code can be useful in getting information out of the data base through the MET/TRACK Reports function. Wanding the Asset number here can supply information used to produce reports. 

Wedge readers are available from a variety of venders and in several configurations. Check with your local supplier for the correct type to use with your P.C.

If you would like to have your Crystal Report show the asset number in Bar Code, it is simple to do.  Just open the report in Crystal Reports and right click on the asset number field.  Then click on Fonts.  Select a bar code font such as CIA CODE 39 or equivalent.  Just make sure you have a font size large enough to see the bars. 

You can purchase a bar code font set from  barcodehq.com.  They provide True Type or Postscript bar codes for use with any Windows font-based program.  It will Print Code 39, UPC/EAN, Code 128, Postnet, Codebar, 12 of 5.  Check it out at http://www.barcodehq.com
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