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Running Multiple Databases on Metbase V7.X

Application Information 

For Met/Base 7.X
This application Note describes a process to establish a second database holding different information to the standard one. For purposes of this Application Note it is assumed that files are stored in the default Fluke folders on the C:\ drive. Change any drive descriptions to match your installation.

First shut down the Calibration Data Engine on the Server or Standalone Workstation to avoid sharing conflicts.

Next, create a new folder to hold the second database. A suggestion is to create a directory structure within the MetData folder for each database. For Example:





/DATA1



         METDATA 





\DATA2

This will make it simpler to locate specific databases for backup and other maintenance. Using Windows Explorer navigate down to the C:\metdata folder. On the Menu bar click on File|New|Folder and make the new folders with the names DATA1 and DATA2 (or your chosen names). You can chose to place this folder wherever you need, just remember the Path to the folder for later use.

Copy the existing mtrack.db file from c:\metdata to the \METCAL\DATA2 folder and move a copy of the database from the METDATA folder or a copy of the original ‘blank’ mtrack.db file to the DATA1 folder. 
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On the server, create and icon (or service) for reach of the databases. On the desktop of the computer click with the right mouse button and select new|shortcut. Browse to the “sybase|SQL Anywhere 8\win32” folder and locate dbsrv8.exe. Once this is in the “Command line”, add the database information. The completed line will look like:

"C:\sybase\SQL Anywhere 8\win32\dbsrv8.exe" C:\metdata\data1\mtrack.db -n data1 –ti 0 –tl 14400 –x tcpip

Create a second Icon for the second database in the same fashion. The command line for it might read:

"C:\sybase\SQL Anywhere 8\win32\dbsrv8.exe" C:\metdata\data2\mtrack.db -n data2 –ti 0 –tl 14400 –x tcpip
Next we will go to the client compute and set up the ODBC for each of these databases. V8.0 Sybase does not use a data requestor. This connection is established through ODBC. 
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From the Start button select Programs|Fluke Metrology Software|ODBC Administrator. Select the “System DSN” tab and click on the “Add” button
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From the list select “Adaptive Server Anywhere 8.0 and click on finish.

On the ODBC tab, enter the Database name in the “Data source name” field. 
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On the Database Tab enter the Database name in the Server Name and Database name fields.

Repeat these steps for the second database ODBC entries

Now we will create new shortcuts for the applications we need to use. Here we will be using Manual Entry. The shortcuts will have to be in the Fluke Metrology Software folder on each workstation that needs access to the new database.

Using the process described above for the Data Engine on the server, create two new shortcuts to the Manual Entry program Name one Manual Entry to reflect the original database e.g. ‘Manual Entry Data1’ and the other for the new database ‘Manual Entry Data2’

Right Click on the Desktop, select New|Shortcut. Browse to the METCAL folder (on the local C drive for a standalone or on the Shared drive for a network installation). Locate the file “METTRACK.EXE” and place it into the command line. Add to the command line to complete the connection properties:

C:\Metcal\mettrack.exe -l "dsn=DATA1"

-l is the minus sign and lower case L

Create the second Icon using the same method but add the information for the properties of the second database:

C:\Metcal\mettrack.exe -l "dsn=DATA2"

To test the system, on the server double click each Data Engine shortcut or start each service. Check that the server icons appear on the Task Bar and have started normally. 

On the desktop, select the new Manual Entry icon for the DATA1 database. Enter your normal id and for this database. Enter search criteria and you should now be presented with data from this database. Close Manual Entry. Select the Manual Entry icon for the DATA2 database and repeat the log in & search process and verify that this shows the correct data.

Icons can be created for the MetCal Editor, Run Time and DBSetup programs in the same fashion to allow use of either database. In network applications you may want to create Icons for only one of the databases depending on the utilization of the workstation.  

You may want to reorganise your desktop and the Fluke Metrology Software folder. You can create a new folder on the desktop and place the Icons in that folder. 




























