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GLOBAL LOCATION ENTRY/CHANGES IN MET/BASE USING ISQL AND A WORD PROCESSOR

Application Information

For Met/base V5.X and V6

There are times when equipment is moved reassigned within your company. This may require massive entries into the Location records of you Met/Base. ISQL will allow you to change existing records, but not create new ones. In order to preserve historical information new records must be entered. This can be accomplished by the use of ISQL and a word processor. 

In this example, we are going to add Location records reflecting a change of ownership of all of the assets that belong to FRITZ to a new owner CARL. This will be accomplished by creating a file using ISQL, modifying that file with a word processor and finally importing the data into the database thus creating new records.

First, enter ISQL as the MT level user. Enter the following command (you must modify the “where” statement to match data contained in your database):

select I4201,L2801,L2802,L2803,L2804,L2805 

from inventory, location 

where l2801 = 'FRITZ' 

and mt.inventory.mtag = mt.location.mtag

The display in the Data area of the ISQL display will change to:


I4201      L2801
L2802

L2803

L2804

L2805


123
     FRITZ


REPD



PD101


2345
     FRITZ
AK10

SLU

PD-MONT
PD101

NOTE: The selection of fields used here may not reflect your needs, so add or delete to establish the ones that you need. 

Once you have established that the data you are viewing in ISQL are the records you want, modify the ISQL command to read:

select I4201,L2801,L2802,L2803,L2804,L2805 

from inventory, location 

where l2801 = 'FRITZ' 

and mt.inventory.mtag = mt.location.mtag

and L2815 = 1;

output  to c:\location.dat quote '"'

Note the semi-colon at the end of the fifth line. This command will write the data to a file located in the root directory of your C drive in a file called LOCATION.DAT. The field after “quote” in the last line is: apostrophe, quote, apostrophe. 

Once this file is created start your word processor and load the file LOCATION.DAT. It will look something like this:

“123”,”FRITZ”,””,”REPD”,””,”PD101”

“230”,”FRITZ”,””,”PDMO”,”PD-MONT”,”RESERVD.”

“230”,”FRITZ”,””,”SLU”,””,”RESERVD.”

Using the Replace function of your word processor, change FRITZ to CARL. The file will now look like this:

“123”,”CARL”,””,”REPD”,””,”PD101”

“230”,”CARL”,””,”PDMO”,”PD-MONT”,”RESERVD.”

“230”,”CARL”,””,”SLU”,””,”RESERVD.”

Save the modified file making sure that it is save in Text format. You must also create a definition file for the import functions (See Chapter 3 – Automated Data Entry section of the V5 Users Manual). The definition file contains the same field numbers as was used in the ISQL select statement. For our example the definition file will look like this:

LOCATION

I4201 

L2801

L2802

L2803

L2804

L2805

Again, be sure to save this file as a text file. I suggest using “location.def” as a file name and place it in the root directory of you C drive.
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Last you can use the Automatic data input utility of Met/Base to import the data into the database. When the application is loaded, enter the names of the data and definition file and proceed with the import

