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SQL ORDER BY 

  

The ORDER BY keyword is used to sort the result. 

Sort the Rows 

The ORDER BY clause is used to sort the rows. 

Orders: 

Example 

To display the companies in alphabetical order: 

Result: 

Example 

To display the companies in alphabetical order AND the ordernumbers in numerical 

order: 

Result: 

Company OrderNumber

Sega 3412

ABC Shop 5678

W3Schools 2312

W3Schools 6798

SELECT Company, OrderNumber FROM Orders 
ORDER BY Company 

Company OrderNumber

ABC Shop 5678

Sega 3412

W3Schools 6798

W3Schools 2312

SELECT Company, OrderNumber FROM Orders 
ORDER BY Company, OrderNumber 

Company OrderNumber

ABC Shop 5678

Sega 3412

W3Schools 2312

W3Schools 6798
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Example 

To display the companies in reverse alphabetical order: 

Result: 

Example 

To display the companies in reverse alphabetical order AND the ordernumbers in 

numerical order: 

Result: 

 

   

Learn XML with Stylus Studio XML Tools - Free Download! 

Easy-to-Understand Books for Web Developers 

SELECT Company, OrderNumber FROM Orders 
ORDER BY Company DESC 

Company OrderNumber

W3Schools 6798

W3Schools 2312

Sega 3412

ABC Shop 5678

SELECT Company, OrderNumber FROM Orders 
ORDER BY Company DESC, OrderNumber ASC 

Company OrderNumber

W3Schools 2312

W3Schools 6798

Sega 3412

ABC Shop 5678
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Stylus Studio makes it easy to edit and validate XML, 

XSLT, DTD, XML Schema, XHTML, XPath, XQuery and 

Web Service applications. 

Free XML video demonstrations will help you learn XML 

and become a W3C XML development master in just 

minutes! 

Download a FREE Trial Now! 
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 Build your own website the right way with HTML and CSS 

 Build your own website with PHP and MySQL  

 Build your own website with ASP.NET  

 Build your own website with Dreamweaver 8  

 Run your own webserver with Linux and Apache  

 XML web development with PHP  

 Flash: Cool effects and practical scripts  

 HTML: Designing without tables using CSS (2nd Edition !) 

 CSS: 101 essential tips, tricks and hacks  

 JavaScript: 101 essential tips, tricks and hacks  

 DHTML: Modern web design using JavaScript and DOM  

 PHP anthology, volume I and volume II  

 Build your own AJAX web applications  

 Firefox web browser secrets  

 Web design business kit  

 Search engine marketing kit  

  

Get Your Diploma! 

W3Schools' Online Certification Program is the perfect 

solution for busy professionals who need to balance work, 

family, and career building. 

The HTML Certificate is for developers who want to 

document their knowledge of HTML, XHTML, and CSS. 

The ASP Certificate is for developers who want to document 

their knowledge of ASP, SQL, and ADO. 
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W3Schools provides material for training only. We do not warrant the correctness of 

its contents. The risk from using it lies entirely with the user. While using this site, 

you agree to have read and accepted our terms of use and privacy policy.  

Copyright 1999-2006 by Refsnes Data. All Rights Reserved. 

   

W3Schools was converted to 

XHTML in December 1999 
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